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A First for Cricket for Change and Surrey C.C.C.
Cricket for Change in conjunction with Surrey C.C.C. are running the first ever hardball cricket team for anybody with a disability over 14yrs of age. The team will be based at The Cricket for Change Cricket Centre at Plough Lane in Wallington, Surrey, for training and home matches.

The team will be entering the British Association for Cricketers with Disabilities (BACD) Surridge Sport Southern Hardball League playing matches against the Isle of Wight, Hampshire, Essex and Devon.

Danny Baker, Cricket for Change Development Officer and Team Co-ordinator, said, "We have a good crop of young players but are searching for some older players who can help the younger ones really achieve great heights this summer. It is a major honour to represent the county in a national competition".

If you are an interested player or know of any players of any age who have a disability and would love to have the opportunity to represent Surrey C.C.C. please contact Danny Baker on 07796 266 212 or at dannybaker@cricketforchange.org.uk
  - Ends -
Notes to Editors: 

· ‘Cricket for Change’ – “Using cricket to change the lives of disadvantaged young people" - have improved the lives of disadvantaged young people in London and worldwide for 30 years.   
· ‘Cricket for Change’ was born as the London Community Cricket Association (LCCA) in the aftermath of the 1981 Brixton riots to use cricket to bring back some harmony among the different ethnic groups in the Inner City. It has since become the world's leading community cricket charity. 
· The main work of ‘Cricket for Change’ is carried out through its ‘Street20’ and ‘Hit the Top’ programmes, both within the UK and internationally. In the last 18 months they have worked with the ICC and UNICEF developing programmes in Israel, Sri Lanka, Jamaica and they are working in New York to use their expertise to introduce the game of Blind Cricket to America as well as work with the Street20 programme in partnership the New York Police Department.   
·  ‘Hit the Top’ is a world leading and groundbreaking programme for young people with a disability. With Hit The Top, young people with a disability are able to access cricket provision comparable to their able-bodied peers.
· The ‘Hit The Top’ programme has been developed by Cricket for Change’s Director of Programmes Andy Dalby-Welsh.  Andy is visually impaired and was recently awarded a Pride of Britain Award for his successes in increasing opportunities for young people with a disability.  
· Cricket for Change set up and ran the England Blind Cricket Team for 10 years and were also one of the founding members of the World Blind Cricket Council. 
· Over the last 5 years we have helped set up blind cricket programmes in Uganda, Panama, Cuba, Rwanda and Zimbabwe as well as throughout the Caribbean where we helped set up the West Indies Blind Cricket Team who competed in the last World Cup and who have become a powerful pressure group for blind people in the region. The programmes in Africa were in conjunction with Sightsavers International who used the programmes to promote their work both in the UK and in Africa.
· Website: www.cricketforchange.org.uk and E-mail: office@cricketforchange.org.uk 
· British Association for Cricketers with Disabilities aims to promote the game of cricket to people with disabilities nationwide. Website: www.bacd.co.uk 
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